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Message from the 
Executive Headteacher

As we continue on our journey of ‘Transformation to Excellence’, Cockburn Laurence 
Calvert Academy will be an exciting place to be!  I am extremely proud to be the Executive 
Headteacher of Cockburn MAT and look forward to having the opportunity to work with 
parents/carers, students and a team of committed staff in leading this new school.

Here at Cockburn MAT ‘Every Child Matters’. We value each student as an individual and we 
have high expectations and aspirations for all of our students in terms of behaviour and 
academic achievement. We expect our students to have a Growth Mindset and be able to 
embrace challenge. It is our responsibility to ensure that students are challenged by a broad 
and balanced curriculum that meets the needs of everyone.

Our curriculum zones will provide students with exciting learning experiences that are 
designed to fit the needs of all. Every subject has a destination plotted for students that is rich 
in the development of knowledge and skills that leads towards the qualifications needed to 
succeed in life.

Mr D Gurney 
September 2020
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In Key Stage 3, students will have one or 
two lessons of Art per week to develop 
their technical and creative skills. There is 
an emphasis on developing independent 
learning skills.

Students work with a variety of materials, 
producing both 2D and 3D work that is 
displayed and celebrated. Students have 
opportunities to work with artists and visit 
galleries and museums. 

Key Stage 4 GCSE Art and Design is a 
general art, craft and design course. 
Students have the opportunity to work in 
many different areas of Art and Design 
including ceramics, glass work, painting and 
drawing, large scale 3D work, printing and 
many more. In Year 11 students focus on a 
final exhibition where all work is displayed 
and their success is celebrated. Throughout 
the course students have opportunities to 
visit galleries and museums. 

GCSE Photography can also be studied in 
Key Stage 4 and offers an exciting and 
challenging alternative to GCSE Art.
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s Taught in Key Stage 4, GCSE students 

are taught through a combination of 
theory, case studies and projects that 
allow them to understand the 
concepts covered in class. 

Topics include Business Activity, 
Marketing, People, Finance, 
Operations and External Influences.

Students will have the opportunity to 
develop their enterprise and 
communication skills through a 
variety of in-class activities including 
‘Dragon’s Den’ and a stock market 
investment challenge. 

Business students also get to take 
part in a number of national 
competitions.
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In Key Stage 3 students receive a 

weekly dance lesson where they 

develop their confidence, creativity 

and teamwork skills through a range of 

dance styles. 

Dance is taught in a purpose-built 

studio and state-of-the-art community 

theatre by specialist staff. The Dance 

department has strong links with 

professional companies and runs many 

trips and visits. 

Key Stage 4 students study either 

BTEC or GCSE dance qualifications that 

focus on high-quality choreography 

and performance work. 

All students have opportunities to take 

part in a wide range of 

performances/competitions both in 

school and in the wider community. 

Students can also join a range of 

Cockburn Dance companies.
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In Key Stage 3, students have at least 

one lesson of drama per week to 

develop skills in acting and devising as 

well as focusing on improving 

teamwork, confidence and self 

esteem. Lessons are taught by 

specialist staff in purpose-built 

facilities. The Drama department has 

strong links with professional theatre 

companies and runs many trips and 

visits.

Key Stage 4 students study RSL 

Drama or BTEC Performing Arts, 

allowing them to develop their 

devising, performing and analytical 

skills to a high standard. There are 

many opportunities for students to 

take part in high-quality 

performances, both in school and at 

external venues, including the annual 

school production and nationally 

recognised drama competitions.
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In Key Stage 3 students study themed 

units covering a full range of texts:  

poetry, prose, media, Shakespeare, drama 

and non-fiction texts, including a weekly 

lesson on the Accelerated Reading 

intervention programme. Current themes 

include Narrative Writing, Greek Myths, 

War Poetry and Gothic Fiction. Across all 

units students are assessed regularly on 

reading, writing and speaking & listening 

through extract analysis, controlled 

assessment and practice examinations. 

In Key Stage 4 students study a 

combination of topics in English Language 

and English Literature from the AQA exam 

syllabus covering a wide range of texts: 

poetry, prose, Shakespeare, drama, and 

non-fiction texts.

Students are assessed in the areas of 

reading, writing and speaking & listening 

through past examination questions and 

extract analysis. 
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y In Key Stage 3, students enjoy a 

variety of contemporary topics ranging 

from 'Earthquakes and Tsunamis' to 

exciting places such as 'Asia' and 

‘Africa’. 

Students are encouraged to be 

independent learners by completing 

enquiries and using case studies to 

find out places in detail.

In Key Stage 4, students complete the 
AQA GCSE Geography course. The 
fascinating topics that are covered 
include ‘Natural Hazards’, 'Ecosystems’, 
‘Urban Issues and Challenges’ and ‘The 
Challenge of Resource Management'. 

Field trips are an essential requirement of 
the GCSE course and are used to extend 
students’ learning and develop their 
skills. Recent trips include Bridlington 
and Hornsea. 
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Key Stage 3 History will help 

students develop a variety of skills, 

such as interpretation, analysis, 

evaluation and communication of 

information. These will be useful in 

a wide range of jobs or in further 

study of the subject. It enables 

students to develop an 

understanding of past events in 

order to inform their future. 

In Key Stage 4, students study Medieval 

History up to the present day, focusing on 

Germany, Medicine through time, the Cold 

War and Elizabeth I. Final assessments 

take the form of three written exams at 

the end of Year 11. 

History is also explored outside of the 

classroom with trips, for example to visit 

the Battlefields in Belgium and France.
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All students in Key Stage 3 receive 
specialised ICT/Computing lessons, 
focusing on developing their ICT 
capability. 

They are actively engaged in planning, 
developing and evaluating, data 
handling, sequencing, modelling, 
searching, programming, presenting 
and communicating their ideas 
effectively.

Key Stage 4 students take a Cambridge 
Nationals course that allows them to develop 
their ICT skills. Equivalent of 1 GCSE, the 
course is assessed through a written paper 
and coursework portfolio completed in 
lessons.

In addition some students will follow a 
GCSE in Computer Science which teaches 
them how to program using a range of 
programming languages. This includes 
a theoretical exam. 
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In Key Stage 3, students continue to 

follow the National Curriculum and 

build upon key skills and knowledge 

learnt at Key Stage 2. Students work 

on using their knowledge in everyday 

situations. They will enjoy an 

interactive learning experience which 

is a mixture of whole class teaching, 

functional activities, practical work, 

games and ICT.

In Key Stage 4, we have a relentless 
focus on identifying and intervening 
with any student who falls behind 
through our innovative SUM Club 
intervention programme.  

Alongside extensive exam preparation 
in Year 11, weekly revision sessions 
and our famous trip to ‘Disneyland 
Paris’ to see maths in action, all 
students maximise their progress in 
mathematics at Cockburn.



M
F
L

In Key Stage 3, students learn to 
understand and communicate in Spanish or 
French through learning about topics that 
are relevant to their lives, such as family, 
school, sports and hobbies and cities. 

They practise the language through 
speaking, writing, reading and listening, 
whilst learning about the culture of Spain 
and France, as well as countries across the 
world where those languages are spoken.

Key Stage 4 students are given the opportunity 
to develop their knowledge of Spanish or French 
by studying for the GCSE. This course prepares 
them to communicate to a high level by 
speaking spontaneously, understanding 
information when listening and reading and 
writing independently. 

This is taught through engaging topics such as 
the environment, social issues, employment, 
leisure, travel and tourism. Students with a 
GCSE in Spanish have cultural understanding, 
communication skills and are unafraid of new 

experiences.
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Key Stage 3 students will learn about 
music from different cultures and genres 
and will have the opportunity to play a 
variety of different instruments. Each 
scheme of learning is completely 
practical and students will demonstrate 
their understanding by composing and 
performing in groups and independently. 
Students will also use technology to 
create their own music. 

Students will also have the opportunity 
to learn a musical instrument of their 
choice as well as join various ensembles. 

In Key Stage 4 we offer the BTEC first 
award in music course. The students 
will learn about the music industry 
and explore performance, sequencing, 
composition and recording. 

Assessment takes place in the form of 
a 1 hour exam and coursework based 
practical units. Students will have the 
opportunity to specialise in a specific 
area in music throughout the 3 years. 
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Key Stage 3 students experience an 
exciting range of sporting activities. 
In addition to developing specific 
sports skills, students will build upon 
teamwork, leadership and their 
coaching abilities whilst also being 
able to think creatively and perform 
confidently. 

Students will learn through active 
participation in lessons how to 
increase their levels of fitness leading 
to a healthy and active lifestyle.

In Key Stage 4, students develop 
their knowledge and understanding of 
PE by studying the BTEC First Award 
in Sport. This course of study 
enhances the ability of the student to 
promote their career pathway in 
Physical Education or Sport. 

There is also an extensive extra 
curricular timetable of activity where 
students can further develop their 
skills at clubs or by representing 
school teams.
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In Key Stage 3 and 4 students 
develop interpersonal and 
communication skills. Health 
Education is integral to the learning 
and issues covered include 
identity/body image, smoking, alcohol 
abuse, sex and relationships. 

PSHCE/Citizenship lessons will 
prepare students to become fully 
participating members of their own 
community and in society as a 
whole. 

All students access a Careers 

Education programme, incorporating 

modules on economic awareness and 

a two week work placement at the 

end of Year 10. We work alongside 

Leeds Careers Guidance (IGEN),  

employers, training providers and 

Further Education establishments to 

ensure our students have the best 

opportunities and advice available. 
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In Key Stage 3, students are 

encouraged to learn more about faiths 

in our community.  They are helped to 

reflect upon the beliefs and practices 

of others and respond to these with 

their own personal insights. Students 

will progress to explore religious 

attitudes on issues such as rites of 

passage, marriage and divorce, capital 

punishment, forgiveness and world 

poverty. 

In Key Stage 4 students can undertake 

a GCSE qualification in Religious 

Studies where they investigate 

Christian and Muslim key beliefs and 

teachings.

They investigate numerous moral 

issues from a Christian, Muslim and 

secular viewpoint including matters of 

life and death. 
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In Key Stage 3 students continue to 

build upon progress made at 

Key Stage 2. They have a very 

practical based teaching experience, 

learning all the key facts they need to 

help explain everyday real-life 

situations.

Students have practical and engaging 

lessons in modern laboratories.

Key Stage 4 students study Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics and have the 

opportunity of gaining two GCSEs 

(Combined Science) through 

informative, stimulating and practical 

lessons. Students learn how science 

impacts upon them in life inside and 

outside school. All students follow the 

AQA Trilogy Specification GCSE and 

will complete exams appropriate for 

their ability and target grades. 
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different subject areas: Textiles, Food and 
Materials Technology. Key Stage 3 students 
spend approximately 7-8 weeks each year in 
Textiles, Food and Materials Technology.

Students acquire skills and knowledge to 
prepare them for Key Stage 4. Those who 
choose exam subjects study the areas in 
which they are interested, with specific 
emphasis on designing and making. 

Textiles
Key Stage 3 students design and make a 
pencil case, planner pouch and a hat. 
Through these projects they experience a 
range of textile techniques. 

Students will be expected to develop hand 
and machine sewing skills throughout the 
Key Stage 3 projects and learn how to 
design, plan work, cut and join materials 
correctly. 
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Food

Key Stage 3 students design and make 

healthy lunchbox foods and cultural meals. 

The emphasis is to develop basic cookery 

skills that can be used throughout life. They 

will use a variety of ingredients and 

equipment. 

Engineering

Key Stage 3 students use problem solving 

and basic engineering skills to complete a 

variety of tasks such as structures and 

mechanical challenges.

Materials Technology

Key Stage 3 students design and make a 

Moroccan lamp and a speaker using CAD 

software and CAM machinery such as laser 

cutters. 

They will work with a variety of tools, 

equipment and machinery in a workshop 

based environment to design and make a 

key holder, steady hand game and a clock.
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Key Stage 4
Current students are studying:

GCSE D&T
Taught through either Textiles or Materials 
Technology. The emphasis is placed upon 
designing and quality making using a variety 
of methods. The GCSE is 50% controlled 
assessment and 50% examination. 

Ideal for students who wish to have a career 
in design or engineering or a technical based 
apprenticeship. Studies in this area can lead 
to A-Level D&T and Technical based Degree 
courses.

Key Stage 4
Current students are studying:

BTEC Hospitality and Catering
Taught with an emphasis on high quality 
preparation, cooking and presentation. 

The BTEC is 60% controlled assessment and 
40% examination. Useful skills to have for 
life but also ideal for students who wish to 
have a career in the Hospitality trade. 


