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                                                  4th November 2022 
Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
Re: Year 8 Attendance and Uniform Update  
 
As we are halfway through the first term of the academic year, I write to you to convey how well Year 8 have started 
the term with their learning in lessons and have demonstrated excellent behaviour.  
 
Last half term, we had a number of Year 8 students take part in a careers trip to Leeds City Library to work with 
industry professionals from the gaming and coding industry. This opportunity gave students an insight into these 
industries and allowed them to engage in problem solving. We have also had a large number of Year 8 students 
audition for our school production of Bugsy Malone. These students are going to have an incredible experience of 
being part of the cast and performing on stage later in the academic year. Our Year 8 students were eager to help 
out at our Open Evening and they represented the academy with such pride for a second year.  
 
I also wanted to update you on the attendance and uniform policy at Cockburn Laurence Calvert Academy. 
 
Attendance  
As you will be well aware, attendance in school is hugely important to your child’s progress. The table below illustrates 
how attendance that is below our academy target of 98% can limit to your child’s progress.  
 

Yearly Attendance Yearly Days Missed Yearly Learning Hours 
Missed 

Learning Hours Missed 
Over 5 Years 

100% 0 0 0 
95% 10 50 250 
90% 20 100 500 
80% 40 200 1000 
50% 100 500 2500 

 
We are delighted to continue to recognise and reward Year 8 students for their excellent attendance and celebrate 
very low levels of student absence. Students with excellent attendance experienced a reward of an inflatable assault 
course before half term and sweet treats at break time. We know that students thoroughly enjoyed this and I hope 
that many more students experience the next attendance rewards. We would not have achieved such success this 
half term without the ongoing support from parents/ carers, for this we would like to thank you for all you do to 
support your child with excellent attendance. We hope that you are finding the weekly email regarding your child’s 
attendance useful, attendance is also shared in form time so that students are aware of their attendance and the 
rewards that are allocated to high levels of attendance.  

 
Uniform  
The academy uniform is an important feature of school life. Our students are often praised by members of the 
public for how smart they look and the sense of pride they demonstrate in wearing the academy uniform. Our 
uniform is a clear message to everyone that we care about ourselves and each other. We have been delighted with 
the high standard of uniform so far this academic year.   

 
We will always endeavour to support with any problems with uniform but we will not negotiate on the policy 
expectations. Again, we would not have achieved such high standards of uniform without the ongoing support from 
parents/ carers so thank you once again.   

 
Below is a useful reminder of our uniform expectations; 
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What Will Not Be Accepted: 

• Excessive make up/false eyelashes/false nails 
• Piercings are NOT permitted, this includes ear, facial, tongue and body piercings. Covering jewellery with a 

plaster will not be accepted 
• Any other forms of jewellery such as smart watches, necklaces, bracelets including charity wrist bands, 

rings, earlobe stretchers and clear plastic studs.  
• Baseball caps, hats, non-uniform jumpers and hoodies are not to be worn on academy premises. 
• Trainers, canvas style fashion pumps, footwear with gold/silver accessories are not acceptable. 

 
Wet Weather  
As the weather is becoming wetter and colder, please ensure that your child has a coat to wear to and from school. 
This is particularly important on the days when your child has PE as they make their way to and from the Leisure 
Centre for their PE lessons. Please refer to the academy website for further guidance on uniform, PE kit and 
equipment https://www.cockburnlca.org/parents-carers/uniform-equipment 

 
Contacting the Academy 
Our preferred method of contact is via email info@cockburnlca.org and we would like to thank parents/carers that 
have contacted the academy in this way so far this academic year.   
 
If you need to contact the academy reception by phone, please do so on 0113 4872837. Please be aware that our 
busiest times are 8.00am – 9.00am and 3.00pm – 4.00pm.  
 
When contacting the academy, our reception team will respond to your call or email as swiftly as possible. They 
will try to resolve your enquiry; if they are unable to resolve your enquiry or if you are raising a concern, they will 
forward your enquiry or concern to the relevant member of staff.  

 
Our Heads of Year endeavour to respond to parent/carer calls and emails by one working day and should be contacted 
for general concerns, behaviour matters, pastoral support, student wellbeing concerns and student counselling 
support.  
 
Important Dates 
Professional Development Day – Friday 18th November 2022 the academy is closed to students on this day. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
   
 
 
Mrs V Smith 
Head of School 


