
 

Executive Headteacher Mr D Gurney BA (Hons) / NPQH / NLE 
Head of School Mrs V Smith BA (Hons) / PGCE 

 

 St George’s Road, Middleton, Leeds LS10 4UZ                                                                        info@cockburnlca.org 

 Tel 0113 4872837                                                                                                                www.cockburnlca.org 

 

 

                              10th February 2023 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer 

 

Re: Year 8 Update  

 

As we reach the end of half term 3, we are now halfway through the school year and Year 8 students have 
continued to show resilience and independence. I would like to thank parents and carers for their ongoing 
support throughout the year so far, it is very much appreciated.  
 
Half Term Highlights  

This term Year 8 students have been studying ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell in English, working on line 
graphs and transformations in Maths and exploring sound waves, water waves and energy transfer in 
Science. Students have explored perspectives in Art inspired by the multiple point perspective work of M C 
Escher and in Technology students have worked with wood using hand tools and machinery. In PE, 
students have worked with a professional rugby coach from the Leeds Rhinos Foundation and students who 

engaged in our extra-curricular rowing club worked with a professional coach from Leeds Youth Rowing 
programme to develop their rowing skills.  

 
Further details of each curriculum area can be found by the link below which provides detailed curriculum 
maps for each subject area that your child studies https://www.cockburnlca.org/curriculum/subject-
information  

 
To end this half term, we held an Excellence Assembly where students were recognised for their efforts in 
subjects and also independent learning homework tasks. Year 8 students have also received an incredibly 

high level of reward points this half term with the top 10 students in the year group reaching over 3000 
reward points! This is an amazing achievement and offers these students a huge choice of rewards for the 
remaining terms.  
   
Next half term  

Next half term will see our school production of Bugsy Malone taking place on 22nd and 23rd March and the 

cast have been working really hard in rehearsals so far this half term. Tickets for the production will be on 
sale after half term, and as a reminder academy events can be accessed via the events calendar on the 
website https://www.cockburnlca.org/news-dates/events-calendar  There are a number of curricular 
enrichment opportunities for Year 8 planned such as the West Yorkshire Fire Arms Officers talk, World Book 
Day, a Poetry Slam, theatre trip to see Shakespeare’s Henry V and much more.  
 
Year 8 Progress Review  

The Progress Review for Year 8 will take place after half term. The Progress Review is for parents/carers to 
meet with subject teachers to discuss progress in each subject that your child is studying. To ensure that 
parents/carers can meet subject teachers this has been staggered over 4 dates and we will be inviting 
parents/carers organised by form groups.  
 
Progress Review 1 - 14th March for parents/carers of students in 8OD and 8SE 

Progress Review 2 – 30th March for parents/carers of students in 8SA and 8DAB 

Progress Review 3 – 27th April for parents/carers of students in 8CG and 8MF 
Progress Review 4 – 11th May for parents/carers of students in 8SL and 8HD 
 
Details of how appointments will be made with subject teachers will be shared with parents/carers and 
students directly after half term.   
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The Phase 2 building Update  

The Phase 2 building continues to take shape with almost all sections of the building have now been 
installed. I visited the site for the first time and saw the incredible progress of the works from inside the 
building where the top floor maths classrooms were being painted and fittings for the lights, computer 
points and flooring was being undertaken. We are looking forward to the next stage of construction as the 

building construction continues to progress at pace and remains on track for completion. 
 
Attendance  

As you will be well aware, attendance in school is hugely important to your child’s progress. The table below 

illustrates how attendance that is below our academy target of 98% can limit to your child’s progress.  

 

Yearly Attendance Yearly Days Missed Yearly Learning Hours 

Missed 

Learning Hours Missed 

Over 5 Years 

100% 0 0 0 

95% 10 50 250 

90% 20 100 500 

80% 40 200 1000 

50% 100 500 2500 

 

We are delighted to continue to recognise and reward Year 8 students for their excellent attendance and celebrate 

very low levels of student absence. We would not have achieved such success this academic year without the 

ongoing support from parents/ carers, for this we would like to thank you for all you do to support your child with 

excellent attendance. We hope that you are finding the weekly email regarding your child’s attendance useful, 

attendance is also shared in form time so that students are aware of their attendance and the rewards that are 

allocated to high levels of attendance.  

 
Contacting the Academy 
Our preferred method of contact is via email info@cockburnlca.org and we would like to thank parents/carers 

that have contacted the academy in this way so far this academic year.   
 
If you need to contact the academy reception by phone, please do so on 0113 4872837. Please be aware that 
our busiest times are 8.00am – 9.00am and 3.00pm – 4.00pm.  

 
When contacting the academy, our reception team will respond to your call or email as swiftly as possible. They 
will try to resolve your enquiry; if they are unable to resolve your enquiry or if you are raising a concern, they 

will forward your enquiry or concern to the relevant member of staff.  
 

Our Heads of Year endeavour to respond to parent/carer calls and emails by one working day and should be 

contacted for general concerns, behaviour matters, pastoral support, student wellbeing concerns and student 

counselling support. If you wish to speak to Heads of Year to discuss an issue or concern, please contact the 

academy to make an appointment.  

  
I look forward to seeing students return on Monday 20th February 2023 at 8:25am as normal for another 
excellent half term.  
 

Yours faithfully, 

   

 

 

Mrs V Smith 

Head of School 
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